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They will focus on 
your specific needs 
such as: professional 
social skills/  

To have a look around please 
come up to 77 Gloucester 
Road and ask at Reception.

Lessons are in a comfortable, friendly 
atmosphere, with experienced, 
professional and patient One-to-One 
teachers.

understanding different accents/ 
using English in a business 
environment/  CV and interview 
preparation/  extra examination 
practice
You can participate in exclusive 
One-to-One evening social events 
where you can practise speaking 
English over a drink or dinner in a 
relaxed atmosphere.

...WE OFFER ONE TO ONE TUITION. 

Find out about our tours 
at reception! 

TOURS

1 1 to
STONEHENGE, 
BATH AND 
SECRET PLACES

OXFORD, STRATFORD 
AND COTSWOLDS  
VILLAGES

BELGIUM A 
DAY IN 
BRUGES

CANTERBURY, WHITE 
CLIFFS & DOVER 
CASTLE

BRIGHTON

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE (Chap. 1 Excerpt)

happening all over the country. Mr. Dursley 
hummed as he picked out his most boring tie for 
work, and Mrs. Dursley gossiped away happily as 
she wrestled a screaming Dudley into his high chair.
None of them noticed a large, tawny owl flutter past 
the window.
At half past eight, Mr. Dursley picked up his 
briefcase, pecked Mrs.Dursley on the cheek, and 
tried to kiss Dudley good-bye but missed, because 
Dudley was now having a tantrum and throwing his 
cereal at the walls.
"Little tyke," chortled Mr. Dursley as he left the 
house. He got into his car and backed out of 
number four's drive.
It was on the corner of the street that he noticed 
the first sign ofsomething peculiar -- a cat reading a 
map. For a second, Mr. Dursley didn't realize what 
he had seen -- then he jerked his head around to 
look again. There was a tabby cat standing on the 
corner of Privet Drive, but there wasn't a map in 
sight. What could he have been thinking of? It must 
have been a trick of the light. Mr. Dursley blinked 
and stared at the cat. It stared back. As Mr. Dursley 
drove around the corner and up the road, he 
watched the cat in his mirror. It was now reading 
the sign that said Privet Drive -- no, looking at the 
sign; cats couldn't read maps or signs. Mr. Dursley 
gave himself a little shake and put the cat out of his 
mind. As he drove toward town he thought of 
nothing except a large order of drills he was hoping 
to get that day.
But on the edge of town, drills were driven out of 
his mind by something else. As he sat in the usual 
morning traffic jam, he couldn't help noticing that 
there seemed to be a lot of strangely dressed 
people about. People in cloaks. Mr. Dursley 
couldn't bear people who dressed in funny clothes 
-- the getups you saw on young people! He 
supposed this was some stupid new fashion. He 

The Boy Who Lived
Mr. and Mrs. Dursley, of 
number four, Privet 
Drive, were proud to say 
that they were perfectly 
normal, thank you very 

much. They were the last people you'd expect to 
be involved in anything strange or mysterious, 
because they just didn't hold with such nonsense.
Mr. Dursley was the director of a firm called 
Grunnings, which made drills. He was a big, beefy 
man with hardly any neck, although he did have a 
very large mustache. Mrs. Dursley was thin and 
blonde and had nearly twice the usual amount of 
neck, which came in very useful as she spent so 
much of her time craning over garden fences, 
spying on the neighbors. The Dursleys had a small 
son called Dudley and in their opinion there was no 
finer boy anywhere.
The Dursleys had everything they wanted, but they 
also had a secret, and their greatest fear was that 
somebody would discover it. They didn't think they 
could bear it if anyone found out about the Potters. 
Mrs. Potter was Mrs. Dursley's sister, but they 
hadn't met for several years; in fact, Mrs. Dursley 
pretended she didn't have a sister, because her 
sister and her good-for-nothing husband were as 
unDursleyish as it was possible to be. The Dursleys 
shuddered to think what the neighbors would say if 
the Potters arrived in the street. The Dursleys knew 
that the Potters had a small son, too, but they had 
never even seen him. This boy was another good 
reason for keeping the Potters away; they didn't 
want Dudley mixing with a child like that.
When Mr. and Mrs. Dursley woke up on the dull, 
gray Tuesday our story starts, there was nothing 
about the cloudy sky outside to suggest that 
strange and mysterious things would soon be 

drummed his fingers on the steering wheel and 
his eyes fell on a huddle of these weirdos 
standing quite close by. They were whispering 
excitedly together. Mr. Dursley was enraged to 
see that a couple of them weren't young at all; 
why, that man had to be older than he was, and 
wearing an emerald-green cloak! The nerve of 
him! But then it struck Mr. Dursley that this was 
probably some silly stunt -- these people were 
obviously collecting for something... yes, that 
would be it. The traffic moved on and a few 
minutes later, Mr. Dursley arrived in the Grunnings 
parking lot, his mind back on drills.
Mr. Dursley always sat with his back to the 
window in his office on the ninth floor. If he hadn't, 
he might have found it harder to concentrate on 
drills that morning. He didn't see the owls 
swooping past in broad daylight, though people 
down in the street did; they pointed and gazed 
open- mouthed as owl after owl sped overhead. 
Most of them had never seen an owl even at 
nighttime. Mr. Dursley, however, had a perfectly 
normal, owl-free morning. He yelled at five 
different people. He made several important 
telephone calls and shouted a bit more. He was in 
a very good mood until lunchtime, when he 
thought he'd stretch his legs and walk across the 
road to buy himself a bun from the bakery.
He'd forgotten all about the people in cloaks until 
he passed a group of them next to the baker's. He 
eyed them angrily as he passed. He didn't know 
why, but they made him uneasy. This bunch were 
whispering excitedly, too, and he couldn't see a 
single collecting tin. It was on his way back past 
them, clutching a large doughnut in a bag, that he 
caught a few words of what they were saying.
"The Potters, that's right, that's what I heard -"
"- yes, their son, Harry -"



Join us on this now 
traditional parade to 
crown London's festive 
season. It includes 
acrobats, cheerleaders, 
musicians marching 
bands and even Morris 
dancers. Meet the FK 
leader inside Green Park 
Underground station at 
11.15am. Free.
(The parade starts at the Ritz at 
11.45am and ends in Parliament 
Square at 3.00pm)

NEW YEAR’S DAY 
PARADE

Sun 1st January

HARRY POTTER
WALK

Join us on a tour of 
Harry Potter Film 
locations. See where the 
film crews shot the 
young magician and co. 
amid the alleyways and 
streets of London.
Free.

Tue 20th December

CHRISTMAS 
LIGHTS

See the magic of 
London's Christmas 
lights and decorations 
on two of London’s most 
festive streets- Maryle-
bone and Oxford Street. 
See the window displays 
and Santa’s Grottoes!
Free.

Thu 22nd December

ICE 
SKATING 

Enjoy a classic winter 
activity in a great 
location: in front of the 
Natural History Museum!
From £10.45 under 13s, 
£15.40 adults.

Tue 27th December

WINTER
WONDERLAND

Don't miss this magical 
fair in Hyde Park, which 
features the UK's largest 
ice rink, a huge observa-
tion wheel and lots of 
festive treats.
Free entry to park: 
voucher system for 
rides etc.

Thu 29th December

MUSEUM OF 
CHILDHOOD

The most amazing 
collection of toys and 
games from past to 
present anywhere in the 
world! 
Free admission. 

Tue 3rd January

HARRY POTTER
WALK

Join us on a tour of 
Harry Potter Film 
locations. See where the 
film crews shot the 
young magician and co. 
amid the alleyways and 
streets of London.
Free.

Thu 5th January

TOWER BRIDGE 
EXHIBITION

Experience the spectacular 
new glass floor and 
stunning London views 
from the high-level 
walkways. Continue to the 
Victorian Engine Rooms to 
learn about the inner 
workings of the most 
famous bridge in the world! 
From £3.90 under 16s, 
£9.00 adults

Tue 10th January

COVENT GARDEN 
WALK

Walk through one of 
London’s oldest & most 
beautiful areas, looking 
beautiful with its 
Christmas decorations! 
See the  Piazza with its 
street entertainers, 
musicians & 17th 
Century Church. 
Free.

Thu 12th January

ST PAUL’S 
CATHEDRAL

One of the most famous 
landmarks in London, St 
Paul’s Cathedral was built 
after the Great Fire of 
London in 1666 replacing 
the previous, destroyed 
one. Go up to the 
Whispering Gallery to 
listen to people speaking 
softly a long way from you! 
From £8.00 under 18s, 
£18.00 adults

Tue 17th January

MUSEUM OF 
CHILDHOOD

The most amazing 
collection of toys and 
games from past to 
present anywhere in the 
world! 
Free admission. 

Thu 19th January

MADAME 
TUSSAUDS

See the stars and have 
your photo taken with 
them. Lady Gaga, One 
Direction, Justin Beiber 
and the Beatles! All in 
one day! From £28.80 
under 16s £33.00 
adults.

Tue 24th January

HARRY POTTER
WALK

Join us on a tour of 
Harry Potter Film 
locations. See where the 
film crews shot the 
young magician and co. 
amid the alleyways and 
streets of London.
Free.

Thu 26th January
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All activities will start from Frances King 
Reception at 77 Gloucester Road. Please meet 
the Frances King leader there at 2.15pm.

Children must be 
accompanied by an 
adult


